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With out any doubt, Don Brown ’53, has contributed more quality stories to the O&B
than any other contributor and each of those many stories have been on completely
different subjects making each one totally distinctive and interesting, as well as fun and enlightening to read.
It has always been so obvious to me that he sincerely wants to do all he can to help make the O&B
successful by making it fun and Interesting for all of us to enjoy.

| didn’t know Don in high school, but have learned a great deal of admirable and interesting things
about him since our frequent and always interesting correspondence begin in early 2010.

In response to one of my early and desperate requests for stories Don responded with his first story.
It appeared in Issue #4-10 on May 6, 2010. That was at the end of the O&B’s 1st full year of existence and
only had about 150 to 200 subscribers. Since the O&B now has over 1,200 readers about 85% of todays
readers didn’t see Don’s first story so | have decided to lead off this special recognition issue to Don by
reprinting his very first story which he called, “A DOUBLE F FROM RITER AND OTHER MEMORIES OF
WHS | am also going to print two more of Don’s stories and portions of several others so you will get to
know Don and understand why | am so impressed with our WHS classmate and shinning product of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota.

As we all know, WHS and Sioux Falls combined to produce many, many exceptionally successful and
outstanding individuals in the fifties decade. We are all naturally proud of these high achievers who have
made significant contributions to our world and | am happy to say that the O&B has proudly acknowledged
many of them over the years. | would like to now acknowledge Don Brown ’53 for many of the usual reasons
of excelling and rising to the top of his chosen career, but | am also saluting and acknowledging Don for an
unusual reason that impresses me and | truly admire.

Don was scheduled to graduate from WHS mid year in 1953, but at the end of his first senior
semester in June of 1952 he packed up and headed to the magic land of California and in particular, Las
Angeles and to the things many South Dakota boys only read and dreamed about, namely sandy beaches,
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beautiful girls, exotic cars, movie stars, balmy year round climate and high paying jobs. Don says that he
really only intended to stay for the summer, but the fact is, he never returned permanately to Sioux Falls.

Dropping out of school and moving to a big city is not in it self an unusual thing for a restless young
man to do, but as you will read, what Don Brown accomplished all on his own in his life ahead I find to be a
wonderfully amazing and impressive story. | have found Don to be a man that doesn’t talk or boost of his
significant accomplishments, but over the 7 and 1/2 years | have been questioning and recording the bits
and pieces of his life that he has slowly and sometimes shyly shared with me, the more impressed |
became.

Perhaps before going further | should include his “Curriculum Vitae”. which | found during my
Internet search. It will give you a partial idea of why | am paying this special tribute to Don. | think you will
agree it is most impressive for anyone, but especially for someone that dropped out of high school and then
on his own graduated with a B.A and a masters degree from UCLA, a Ph D from Cornell University, learned
to speak four languages, became a published author and a full professor at UCSB.

‘Submitted by, Jack Phillips ‘54, O&B Editor: (Note: All editorial comments on Don will be in brown text.)

Donald E. Brown rriculum Vi

Department of Anthropology Courses Taught at
University of California : : : i

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-3210 University of California Santa Barbara, CA
Email: brO\{vnd@anth.ucsb.edu Peoples and Cultures of Southeast Asia (lecture
Academic Employment and Seminar)

1969-present Current ethnological theory (undergraduate
Department of Anthropology, University of California, Santa seminar)

Barbara Political anthropology

Full Professor 1980 Social structure and historical process
Professor Emeritus 1994 (undergraduate Seminar)

Fall 1998 _ Social anthropology (graduate seminar)
Universiti Brunei Darussalam Primate and human sexual behavior

Visiting Professor (undergraduate seminar)

Education Peoples and Cultures of Asia

1949-1952 Washington High School, Sioux Falls, South Anthropology of History (lecture and seminar)
Dakota Field Methods (graduate seminar)

1952-1954 El Camino College, Gardena, California (part Anthropology of Tourism

time) Corporations and Society

1959-1961 El Camino College, Gardena, California Human Universals (lecture and seminar)
1961-1964 University of California, Los Angeles Human Nature (seminar)

1964-1969 Cornell University Comparative Ethnicity

Degrees Psychological Foundations of Social Structure
1963 B.A. Anthropology, UC Los Angeles Social Thought

1964 M.A. Anthropology, UC Los Angeles

1969 Ph.D. Anthropology, Cornell University

Honors

1963 B.A. with Highest Honors

1963 Election to Phi Beta Kappa

2015 Selected as WHS Alumni of Distinction

Interests

Southeast Asia, especially Brunei, Malaysia, and Indonesia.
Social and political anthropology, history, human universals, ethnicity and ethnocentrism.
Foreign Languages

Malay-Indonesian, Spanish, German.

Publications

Over 67 professional publications including two books.
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Daon.Brawn'
Santa Barbara
CA
don@chubro
wn.com

1l
1
A.DOUBLE.F.FROM.RITER.AND
(TTHER M EMUR TESLOOWHST
Byv.Don.Brown «class.of.'537

9 IDoyou owere-in - e -class <of
'53 .vou -should -remember “Daddy-
0", -pegged -Levis, -and -grezn -hzin
Although .1 .dropped -out .in .the
middlc.of .my.senior.yeer. [ was.in
tnat.class.and.l.offer .herc.some.of
my-memoaes.

-, -----------
bomeroom - leacher. «Most -of <y
[ellow .students .there. were. strangers
when -we .met -and -most -of -them
pecame-only.nodding -acquaintances,

Lroy -Arneson .and .Boh .Berguin .1
nad Jknown Lsince Jkindergarten .ot
Hawthoene «butsbotz.movadan.othes
me-forndes anhis«cherry -Model-As
Keith -Bissell .and -1 .whiled .away
nomeroom - minutes - by . writing
insulis-to-each .other..l.still-have.the
nuler -on <which . we .each .extolled
ourself.and.insultad.the.othe. Itowas
guvsthing .Carol.Burch.was.thesonly
girl.that.L.much.conversed.with 1

+ The - balcomy -of -the
avditocium.was.study.hall.and.J.can
still.hezr.the.clatter.as. we.got.in.and
out.of .our .seats ~with .their .wnling

arm.rests.that.folded-up-and.down .
did .virwelly .2ll .of .my .homework

there..lalso-found time.to-close.my
eyes Lo RO Anto -seme - sert.of cwarm
and .fuzzy .place .thinking .of.one .or
other.or.the.two.gidfriends.l-had.in
thase «years. « When «the «first .one
dumped.me, “wam.and.fuzzy” .was
gonc.and.J.moped . hig.time.in stdy
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hall,-not-w-mencion.in-he-other.ours
olsuddenly.very.dong.days.and. nights.f

- The.birds-anc -bees-were.much
on.my.-mind.and .as.near.as.l.could.tell,
cvery-other.guy’s-tco.Justtosget-close
tooneofithcomorsattractive. girls.in.the
crush.as.we.shutted-out.of-an.assembly
was .something - to -be .marvekc .at,
dircussed -exciledly, -amd remembered
[ur .a Jifeime. . One .ol . the -naughticr
girls.of .the.time,.chatting -in.a-hallway
with . Jimmy . McAlear - and -me, -said
“don’t.yon.rcalize .yon. will .ruin.your
reputations.by.ralkingao.me?". Decades
later «when -l .asked «Mac «if he
remembered-that.incident.he.matter-of-
[acily -replied, - “She - was - wearing -2
grecnsweater, . Lagreed

-  With.or-without -such-events.I
liked .school. .But .[.didn’t .understand
whatit.was.all.ebou . I.took.thesconrses
I.had.ta.:ake.end. 1. took. the.ones.that
interested «me.. L .did «not .take «physics,
chemistry, -botany, .zoology, -geometry
or -any -other <zath «course <beyond - the
ong-algebrarequirement. The . “C™. Lgot
in . that .course -was .undeserved.
Bypassing-hard.courses.surely.accounts
for «the .rarity «with <which .1 .took
homework .home. Tegging .after .my
buddy «Merle .Reppert, <1 «took . several
shop «classes | cespecially < [rom .Glenn
McDcugzll. -1 -toox -more -than .the
requirzd - English .classes. .1 . loved . to
reac,-and-I.put-both-the -school-library
and «the »necarby -Camcgic - Library «to
goodaise My .muddy Ardendjellanger
hit.the.jackpot.in.finding.racy .wreading
materialinhe WHS- library. )1

-+ | .never .meviewed .notes .ar
readings -for -an -exani, -and -had - ne
cenception.of.applying .oneself. . But.]
never -skipped -class cand -1 -did - the
readings.. Lthoughtthatneither.you.genit
oryou-con 'ty

<+ As .an .Argus . Leader .carrier
tiroughout - the -WHS - years -1.¢id - not
participate «in «any . of .the .arganized
socii!, -uthletic, - or -ucademic -activities
thatnormally |
woX-place-at-theend.of

ol-the.schoolday .. 17

------- Thus.any WHS social.activilies.
were -confinad 10 -hznging -out-with-
fellow -students, -such .as .the -guys-
like -Harry -Klessen, - Mcerle -Reppert,
Herley Newman .Gerry .Potter, .and
Arden e anger. -who -gathered .a%
the -northwest .corner .07 -the .school

where ~we - parked «our <notorbikes
and -motoreycles. - Altematively - we
could -chat -while .lunching -on -the
church -steps -ocross -the .strest -in
good.weather.and.in.the.gym.during.
bad.weather.Dzale.Pavlson.oncedan.a
while «added to .my «lunch .with .a
delicious -piece -of -the -ham -salad
sandwiches - e - Louglt -+ ae
Dickenson’s -bakery. -In .my -lass
semester -the -lunch - period -was
broken-nto-three.sessions-and-Arden
Fiellenger HernHawkey,and.lwere
the.only.persons to.choose dhethird
one.Having.he calzlenaentirely (Lo
ourselves, Fiellanger .drove .Hawkey-
and -me -nuts -by -playing -z -cloying
Johnnv -Ray -song -over -and -cver.
Principal -Beck -walked .in-once - and
neaded stoward .us .as .though -he .had
discovered somestruants.. But-before
ne .reached .us «he .scemed <to
remember the .new-schedule .and - he
Llumedo-po-about-dos - Lusuress, 1
- Athletically,.in-that.last.year
[-also-went-cut Jor Golden Gloves.,
rraining «ar othe ZYMCA «inothe Jae
evenings. < Neatly <all <my -fellow
noxers—1|



Glenn -ang -Gerry -Bethke, - Dave
Imgehretsen. «Jurior . Thoresen,
JimePedersan,Jomny.Boyd sand
Walt . Bernard —were . fellow.
WHS -suadents. - [ -went .out - for
boxing -so .I .could -take .on -a
fellow .larges «than .me . who .had
“stolen” -that-first. girlfricnd .. The
preparation - paid . off
marvelously.in-the Jobby .of . the
Hollywood «theater «and < withy
winesses! Butunflattering. Argus
Leader-photos-of-me-cither-going
down.or.on.the.canvas.in.Golden
Glove -bouts - gave -the -almos:-
thrtatious ., Etl + Barry
opportunities ... tezse.me in-hen
Sociology .class..I.didn"t.get .the
girl-back-either.

< Lhavealready.mentioned.my
main .« extra-curnicular .« academic
activity:
reading. -I
ook -a-new
sense .« of
direction.in
Dorocthea
Riter's
course -on
Rhetoric.
Ve «read -a
number .of
the - great
cssayists

Montaine,
Chesterton, < Emerson, «etc, —and
had«to-wrilc.a-proper-paper-on -ona
of .them..I.chose.Emerson.and.100k
the - assigmment -seriously, - Doing
real.homework for.a.change,Jowas
stunnec.when.the.papercameshack
with .a .double .“F". .Never .having
received -un - F - before, - that - two-for-
one-Ceal.was.a.bitof.a.shock. .9

< I .guessed othat <Riter «must
have .thought .1 .did .not .writ¢ .the
paper-and-the.grade.was. punishment
for .cheating. -1 .was .in .a .class .that
was.ahead.of.my.semester.and.l.had
a .cold .for .weeks .on .eond:
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ry. "
Brown, . Herb . Hawkey
‘53/"54,. Terrace . Park
Swimming. Fool.

consequen:ly, - -did -not -speak -out -in
class.imaybe.too.shy..007) . Momtover,
there.had.been.aspelling testithat. . did
not.get-the .required . perfect .ccore .on
and -1 -shrugged -it - off -rather - than
uomedigtely.scheduling.a.re-teke -Rites
must.have .cecided th?l-thc dolt -who
wasted -space «in <her .class - could < not
have-wrinen-that.paper.1|

+  L.went.to.one.of .y . previous
English .teachers , Jiene .Olson. wand .1

think.to.Ellen.Skaff.:oo. Explaming.the
situation -to thcm. they appurcmly
spoke.to.Riter..].have.lite.memorv.of
direct -discussion -with - her. - The - paper
was.never.re-graded Jbuta.Bforthe. |

firal «six «weeks »and . the

Jfinal exam

Hawthorne.Grade. School. Bth.Grade,. January.'49:.The.iast.class.te
graduate-mid-year..Front.-row,.left. to.right:« Ramona- Hejl, \Marfene
ENur,-Gwen- Tolber!,- Belly-Bell,-Carvi- Cooun,-Pal- Kjoneg aard.- 2nd
lig ") - Paulson,-lvan- Wagmeestvs
Ray.("Big®). Dickey,. Bob. ("Fork™. Berguin,- Merlyn. Reppert.. 3rd

« ENiott, Bob. Scoft,« Dick: Phelps,« Doug - Vilhsues
th.« Murke. Mortensed,.Leray. Arneson,. Dan. Brown,
Bernell (“Barnay ") Simpson, Myron Mortensen.

row: Wally - Anderson, - Dale- {'P[I

Don.Kasak,Ra
Ron. Heabner..

carned me.a.Cfarthescourse.

-+ [f.J.were.to.grade.her.course,.1
would.give it-an- A+, -It.was .the . best
course.l.took .at. WHS . .I.oouch .regret
that.L.nevertooksthe.opportunity . while
it-was-possible,1o-visit.Riter-and-some
of-the-other-fine-teachers-I-had-known
a.WHS 1

-+ -Anyway,when-the.summes
of .'52 .rolled «arcund .1 .thought .k

should -head -t .California -where,
allegedly, .| «could .make .51.25 .an
hour_Jdf JLowas otosga otncollege, «as
Mr. .Bubbers . was .encouraging, .the
mongy -would -help.-To-my -pleas:nt
surpriseJowas.started.at-51.32.and.in
short.orderamyshop.classes.paid.ofts
I.was.offered .a-job .that.[.belicve .k
would-have been -happy -with-forahe
rest .of .my .life .(an .exparimental
machinist «in «the «Instromentation
Loh .of .Engincering JFlight . Test .ot
North-American-Aviation).-I-skipped
my-final.semester at. WHS .(I. was.in
the-last-class-that-eniered-and-would
graduatedan.mid-year) .Y
<  Within «a year «or otwo «| swas
“oined.in.that
very «joh Jhy
my -buddies
Mer ! o
Reppent .and
Harlepy
Newman,-the
lattes «having
also - married
my .+ Sistes
Floy. - Gary
Tactenhoff,
Cad -Dickey,
FTimmy
McAlca,-and
Pete  « Pagn
followed -too,
though . they
worked .« in
d:Terent «jobs
and -all -bus
M Alearn

ul tunntcl)t
movel - back
heme., « With
frequent
visits  « 10
Sioux Falls [ have anainteinesd «tes <o
many -of .my -WHS .fnends . who
remaived there.-One-of .the high .points
of thoscVisits »was -a-tour-of .an -.cmpty
WHS . ust Jbeline it cwas <resnodeled .
What .pleasant .memories .it .stirredt
Enc|

|



Story-from?
Don-Brown-
’81371

an chuhronwn.co

"~ Don.Brown.’537 November
WHS Sophamare.Phaoto  11.-20139
9
Dear-Jack, 1!

<+ Sorry-to-be-so-slow-abput
this,-dui-the-5-12-issue-of*the-O&B
Newsletter « jugged «a« ol ol my
memories. + + Gary « Norbraten's
(’54) - story - adout - his - and - Rom
Arneson’s - (°55) - spiffing - up - by
washing-their-shocleccs-gave-me-a
good-laugh. - -I-didnt-krow - Gary
but-did-pal-arcund-with-Ron-anc-his
older » brother « Leroy « (*53), « my
classimate atsHawthore.  The story
sounded - exactly - like - something
Ron-might-have-done. - -le-was-a
fun-guy-to-know. 1

-+ Carching - my - attention - for
diffarent-reasons-was-the-lead-story;
about-Harry-Hoiland-(*54)-and-the
Wings -of*Herves+Cala. « < The story
mentions-the-X-15-and-the-Apaolla
Program, -bath-af - which - involved
me,-though-in-much-smaller - ways
than - people - like - Harry - Hoiland:
My involvement- was-connacted- to
whyI-dropped-out-of* WHSin-the
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muddle « of « my » senior » year, « the
summero*52 1

<+  Mr. - Bubhers - and - others
had - encouraged -me-t0-go-to
college,-so-I-thought-[-should-cam
tuition - menav - gver - the - summen:
Needing-somerhing-more-than-my
Argus:Leader-caniers ob,«[applied
at-Joho-Morrell - Nothing -came-of
that -Clem-Bethke-(’53)-and-|.dic.a
fcw-days- of -ccment - work - for-his
uncle,-bus-that-was-not-e-steady-job:
My-elder-brother-suggested-I-come
to-California-to-apply - for-work-at
North: » American Aviation » (NAA),
where « he » worked »and « where, « he
said,-I-could-make-the - grand-sum-of’
S1.25-an-hour. - -After- | -kissed -my
girlfriend - goodbye-at-a- party - in
Terrace-Park,-Merle-Reppert-(*53)
and['caughia-bus-and-headed -west:
Merleonlyswantedstos visit:custom-
carsshops, sohesrelurnedsshotly to
Sioux-Falls.¥

-+ ['hed-my-age-and-landed-a
job-at-NAA.--It-began-with-a-class
that-would-train-me-0-run-a-turret
Ethe. « «Thereswas-nothing -special
aboutsthesjob bul it-paid-evenanure
than - I-expectec. - - So-that-seemed
OK .-

-+ Toward-the-cnd-of-the-class
the-boss-came-to-ask-if-[-would-be
interested In-a-quite

WASHINGTTN HEA S0=00 oA

specialsjob.~Iwent-foramrinterview
and-was-impressed. « «[tswas+inthe
Enpgincering-Flapht-Test

Don.Brown.'53,. now.enjoying.his.
reﬂrement-ln-Sgto Barbara,.CA{

Instramentation-Lab.--

= The-job required - vperating
whalever « machinery « or » other
equipteentwasrequiredsiorproduce;
maodify, -install,-or-maintamn-special
mstruments. - - Since- |- had - taken
shop-classes-at- WHS. - [-had-some
familiarity - with - the - machings
required.» Theman-inierviewingme
thought « thut « 1 » young « person
training-on-the-job-would-probably
work -out- hetter - than -hirng -more
expericnocd-men-(all-malcs-at-that
time)-who-would-typically-be-more
specialized-than-was-desirable.



= |=:0ld-the-man-that
I« was - available « for « the
summer - only, - whick
wonld-not-do.

<+ When+l came
home- in - the - evening - to
my - brother's - house - he
said- 1 was-making-a-big
mistake, ««[1-was-too- good
a-job-to-pass-up.--1-should
just-fake-it -« It-really-did
seer-we-nr-like-a« pood
job. - -And-I-didn’t-know
what - college - was - about
anyway.~Sothenext-dayl
inquired-if-1-could-still
b - considered - for - the
job.«lagreedstostakesit
as<a permanent-job-and
was-accepted. |

=+ lt-was-a-great
job. « «['mever-regretted
taking-it-and-am
cerfain - that » 17+ |+ hac
staved « with « 1t » until
retirement - [ - would

Pdw-(Dalv]-o-'ﬂ. SimJdcAlwac-'54, DonBrown. '53,.Carl.
Dickey: 54.strolling-along-tha.beach.in-Menhettan.Seach,.CA

awcreft, - mastly - the - FR6
Sabg-athetime. T

<+ When-there - was
work - to - do - we - worked
hard » on » exucting « jubs:
But - there - were - times
when-work-was-slack-ond
werdid-assweswished. -»We
built- things« for-ourselves
to - keep -us - looking - busy:
In « that - context - | - made
parts - [or-a-rotary-enpined
WWI - Sopwith - Camel, -a
aronze - flywheel - for-a
Trivmph « motorcycle » that
set-o-world - speed
record, -my -own - Hi-Fi
set, as»water-proof
camera-case-for
undcrwatcr
photography,-and-much
mare. |
- The - test- pilots - had
ther.changing-room-in
the middle of« e labn
so-we-all-knew-George

¥y s ; i
. ’ L . A . Ve
Dalc-Page. 541 Carl-Dickey-'547] Merlyn.Reppern. 53¢ JimMcAlpar.' 54 Don Brown."53
WHS.Senior.Phala WHS.Seninr.Phaln WHS.Seninr.Phala WHS.Sanlor.Fhoto WHS.Saphemaore.Phota
have - been - content: had (“Wkeaties™ ) Welch,-one-of-the-twe
My « co-wurkers « were very «highly been - bomoer - pilots - in - Eurcpe AAF pilots o getofls e ground et

qualified *blue-collar « Lypes. « «Oney
for - example, - had - built - the - first
body-of-the- 1936-Chevy-sedan-by
hand. -One-hac -been-working-with
rad:ossince 1923 Onerbad - worked
onscrop-dusting-a:rplancs: for-ycars
ketore- WWIl-swept-him-inta-NAA:
He - had - also - workad - on - Amelia
Earhandt’s - airplane. « + Two » others
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during WWILY

- The-Lab-was-divided-into-3
parts, *one * handling « the « electrical
side.-one-the-mechanical-side, -and
ong- celibrating - instruments. - - All
collaborated - with - a - dozer - or- se
angireers,»who«worked-on+:he-other
side-of-ashangar given-averssolely
to - NAA™s |fl|ght-tcs.t

Pearl*Harbor. «« Insusdiveins Lhe - F86
he - may - have - heen - the - first - tor
unoffic:ally, - break - the - sound
barrier, - The - famous - Bob - Hoover
wassthechattiest ol hestestopilots.

<  We«wereon » the » second
Hoor-of-ou=~hangar,-which-provided
an - urinterrupted - view - from - near
the « west «end « o« Los » Anpeles



[nierngtional « Aicport = toward » the
cast. - ~Smuog-nearly - always
preventzd-us-seging-the-mountains;
be-we-had- a-good - view - of - the
runways -and - the - nccasional
accxdents-that-fhght-testing-brought
about.--Douglas- Aircraft-and-lesser
airplene s manufacturers- also-flight-
tested-there. T

<+  During-most-of my-vears-at
NAA - 1- worked - the - night - shift:
Only-a-single-engineer-waorked-tat
shift rand-hesspent-much-of-h.s:tine
i1 our«Jab passing «on« e s rumors
and - news « about - flight » test« in
weneral, - -He-kept-us- up-wo-dete,-for
exemple, - on - the - testing - of - the
X-15"s-rockect-cnginc-and;
especially, - on - any - mishaps - in
Hight-testingsby«N A Asandthesather
girerefismanufacturers. -+ Although- 1
recall-no-specific-part-1-worked-om

I-do-recall-doing-cons:dcrablc-work
on-the- X-75, < though - | - never
actaally-saw-ir. 1l

-+ l'more-definitely-remember
the-large-two-harreled - telescope 1
made-for-that-engiceer,-along-with
help « he « provided « with « my « own
projects. ¥
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o’
In.1961,.Don.Brown.'53,.onrighbwith.two JCLA.
medical students-ready.to.enter.simulated.space.
capsule for.a.two.week.test.and.cbeervation.

<+ Whereas-my-lbrother
thought-1-should-nol-puss- up- that
job,-a- numbder- o~ my - co-workers
urged- me-not-10-pass -up - college:
Shortly - after
takong-the-job
3
comprom.sed
by - starting
coliege - part
time. - -But-1
was-living
directly - on
lhe'beach
then+(in
Menhattan
Beach), 50
that-the-hours
af-my - day
barecly
sufficed « te
work.-plav.-and-study.~[t-was-no-an
ideal-situation-for-study.”

» After-five-years, - the
army - called - me - awaw,
breaking - me- out- of - the
roulines » and » mindset « {
wasein. Withsthat-service
out-of the-way-I-remurmed
1o-my-job-at-NAA, - but-in
the - follawir g - autumne
(1959) - 1 - quit - to - attena
college - full - ime - for- 2
vear, «It-was« much« more
relaxed-than when:[+was
a-part-time-student.

<+ The-following

suunerlswas -dack-i-the
lab « again, « but « only » for
thesurmmer. -« In-Le- [all-]
was+back-to-college,-and
planning - to - continue. - - In - the
summer-of-"61-NAA-contacted-me
10-ask-if-I-woulc-take-par:-in-a
simulated-space-capsule
experiment. - - NAA-and - other
aircraft-companies-wera-submitting
proposa.s-for-the - prime-contract-on
the - Apello Program:
NAA - was apparcntly

Mcrlc'chpm'ss‘-wm-&small-plnnc-nc-p-togctner.

the = only » company = 1o+ think - of - 2
simulated - capsule - experiment - ay
part-of-their-proposal.

4+ Two-other-men, - both

medical «students -at - UCLA, «and+]
(as -a-technician)- would-stav-in-a
capsule - for-2-wecks, -performing - a
mindlecss - task - that - nonctheless
required - continuous - attention. - Wa
were-observed/rzonitored-through-a
one-waveplass window.  *Howwell
we - perflurmed - that - mindless - task
determined -how - much - money - we
cerned. - - NAA- got- the - prime
contract-om-the-Apolla-Project-and-l
carmed-<enoughmonzy ndworwecks
to*pu.sme throughanothers year«of
college.:|

<+ Although-[-never-regretted
taking-that-job-at-NAA, -I-do-regret
not-graduating-from-WHS-with-my
classmates. - « Happily, « several « of
them » socn « joined » me « &1« NAA:
After - Merle - Reppert - graduated
(mid-year-in-the «class -of+"353)-he
came-out-t0-L. A -again-and-got-a
job-right-along-side -me- at- NAA:
His-extraordinary-mechanical-sk:lls
—in-the-lower grades-he-could-teke
a-warch-apart-and- put-it- together
again—madc - him- far-mare
qualificc-than-I-had-been, 5015 was
no-surprise- he -was- hired. - - Merle
and-1-roomed- together. - -However,



Harley.-MNewman.'52, with.recent toy,.an. MG

Ie-had-been-courting - Rae{Yvonne)
Hunt-(*55)-and shortly - rcturncd -t
Sioux-Falls-to-further-that-cadeavon |
-+  When-Reppertnextreiurmed
10-L.A.,-his-bridc-Rac-along - wita
hin, »there s was »noopening - in-the
lab, -s0-he - tock - & -different- job-at
NAA. - «In-the-leng-nm-he-1o00k -2
part-lime+ job+ disassemblizg
automodile-rims-at-a-chrome-shop;
finally - went - into - that - and - later
businesses o hiscown, - Hesds now
retirec - in-Paradise,-CA. - -He-is-an
avid - builder - and - flyer - of - small
airplanes andsevenashelicopter.«He
has - a-machine - shaop - in - his - back
yard-that-has-just-about-everything
ther-was-available-to-us-at-NAA-se
many-years-ago. |
| =+ In-1954-several-more-ofmy
WHS-classmatcs-also-came-ont-ta
join me-alsNAAthough none were
hired - ir - the - instrumentation - lab:
They » iecludad - Gary - HartenhofT
('83), - Jim - MeAlear - ("54), - Pete
(Dale) - Page-(*5d), -and - Carl
Dickey:("54).« Thelotofiusshad-a
few - memarable - years- of - hanging
oul+ logether « in « Manhattan » Beack
befors - Hartenhoff, - Page, - and
Dickey-retumed-to-Sionx-Falls 1)
- Among - other « busingsses;
Hartenhoff- established - Hart - Signa
i+ Siouxs Falls butslate: = retired « s
lake-up-his-main-passion  painting
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(sce { www. paryhartenhoff.com):
Page - and » Pierve - Forxeite
(CHS)-esteblished- Flame
Service- Station -on-Fast- 8. St
Later, » Page - opened - Oak - Leaf
Salvage-necr-Hartford. - -Having
long - hved-on- Wall-|ake, -he-is
now « retired « but « helps < his - son
with -the -business. - -The-whele
family « is » mmch = involved « m
aulomobile s rallies, » driving « Gie
beautiful-cars-that-Pete-restored:
Carl-Dickey weni+to-waork - tor
Greenleg-Pucking-Cumnpany-and
is-also-retired, - living - in
Fremoun:,«Nehraska

+  McAlgsrstayed-on-at-NAA
hut-in-the-long - mir -maved- over-1o
Huglies. - 'Bvetheslmeshegetired e
was - a - final - assembler - of - the
satellites-Thughes- kas-been-putting
wwrorbil. « +Heeshas retained « an
interest-in-race- cars-throughou:-his
life. - -For-S0-30ome-years -he - has
lived « in » Hermosa « Beach, « CA:
[nsofar-as-health-allows,-heis-stll
the-wild-and-crazy - guy- he-always
was, » « Never smarried, « «But-who
knows-whetherheds-childless. .Y

<+ In-the-summer-of - "55-my
WHS budéy-and-fellow motoreycle

Don-&ownv‘samw-u-resmblnnccor-lhis-

show-pattern-ena-treeto-Gordon Lwged |- 557

Danesays,-Gardoen-replied-thatitowas-him.

¢enthusiast Harley

Newman -('52) -mar-ied - my - sister
Flov«("54).-«Reppert-was-best-mam
Shortly -therearter- Harley - and-Floy
moved-to- L. A_-and-Harley tna-took
arjob-alongside~me-in-the
Instrumentation - Lab. - - He - stuck
with-the-jobh-pretty-much
continuous]y » until « retirement, « but
along-the-way-NAAwas-swallowed
by« Rockwell, » which « in » turn - was
swallowed * by » Boeing, « « In - the
meantime-Harley meved- out-of-the
machine « shop + into + engineenng:
Aler « retirement - he « was « recalled
twice-to-assist-with -proklems-with
theSpace-Shuttles. ¥

< During my« it « two « years
of- full-time- collcge -my- sister-and
Harleyspulsme up. » »Mytuition &t
one - ¢f - California’s - two-year
colloges - was - $2 - per - scmester!
Thoserwezehe-days. T

<+ At-about-that-time- Gordy
Tyweede - (°S5), - who - had - worked
with < MeAlear « at « the » Starlight
Drive In-in- West-Sioux-also-joined
us-in-Califortia. - - le-wanted - to
Jeernstoswork.with: [iberglass, ssoshy
volunteered-his-labor-at-a-top-race-
car-shop. - -[n-"64-he-and McAlear

Facade.cn.building.-at.the.University.of.
Sioux-Fa lscteate%by‘eadon-‘_[\ygeqt-

put - me - up - in - their - beach-side
apartment - while - 1 - tock - summes
work -with - Gordy-at-a-small-boat-
buildingsshop. « «Gurdy-and: [« made
ourselves-a-sailhoat-while-we-were
atat.|



<+ Gordy - returnec - to = Sioux
Falls-in-the -late -2ixties, - -Facades
built - from - Fberglass - molds - ke
madc - erc-prominent-at-the
University - of - Sicux « Falls - and
clsewherz-intae-region Gordv-now
lives-in-White-Dear-Lake, - MN.T

-+ I.attached - some - photes:
One-(taken - by - Harteahoft) - shows
Pete-Page, - Jim -MoAlgaz, -me -and
Carl-Dickey-strolling-on-the-Strand
in-Manhattan.Beach. -where-1-lived
at-the-time. « - Another - shows -« the
same - four - (seated) - ir - the - same
lecation,-but-with-Merle-Reppertin
the.middle.-One-shows -me-(on-the
right) - end - the - two - med - students

shows - Harley » Newman - with - a
recent - acquisition, - One - thows
Merie - Reppert - with- a-:mall
airplanc-he-put-togethera-fow-ycars
ago. + + -Onc-shows 2 facadc - by
Cordy-Tweedt-at-the -University -of
Sicux-Talls.-One,-that-|
dewnleadcd - from - the - internct;
looks «like - snow-on-a-trec:
However, - it - looked - so-much - Lke
Gordy - Tweedt - nowadays - that - |
forwarded-it-to-him.and.he-saic-it
actuallv-ischim!"

EndofDonBrawe 53atory.|

lT

lT

Hey Helle a%, 1’3 here:

Back to the
Campus!

ina
One or Two Button

HOLLYWOOD
MODEL

SUIT

Gray, Blue and Rnst Flanne's

who - jomed « me - in « the < simw lated
space - capsule - for - NAA. - - Ore

$45-4950-§55

Temous Jantzen Sweatexs

¢ $7.5 nun
| ( ’ - ; . : A Fammg Day Coxrds
i ' : - s | $7.G5
|2 MEN'S STORE

Gary.lhmnhoflr'sfl' Gordy-Twesdt.'551 Harley-Newman-'521  Floy-Brewn-Newman.'54)
WHS.Senior.Photo

WHS.Senior.Phota WHS.SeniorFPhatn WHS.Senior. Photo

On Oct 25, 2017, at 10:05 PM, Donald Brown <don@chubrown.com> wrote:

Thanks, Jack. There is hardly anything easier for me than to write about myself, and | have already
mentioned (in the O&B Newsletter) some of what you now ask about. | most certainly have mentioned that |
was in the last class to go through grade school and WHS starting each academic year in January. | started
Mark Twain in January 1940 but after one semester my family moved and | attended Hawthorne, then WHS.
Thus, in the summer of ’52 | had just finished my first semester of the senior year. | was in Mr Bubbers'
homeroom, and he had encouraged me to go on to college (to my knowledge, neither of my parents had
attended high school, so it was not something | had been considering all along). If | was to attend college |
would surely need to earn more money than delivering the Argus on North Duluth was earning me. | knew
through my two elder half-brothers, who had moved to California, that | could earn more in a summer in Los
Angeles than in Sioux Falls. | took the bus to L.A., accompanied by my longtime classmate, Merle Reppert
‘63. | have already written that he was along just so he could visit George Barris, famous for his customized
cars. | have also already described how | landed such a good job at North American Aviation that | decided
to skip my last semester at WHS. | soon started part time attendance at a junior college, taking pre-
engineering courses—mostly taking courses | could have taken at WHS. When | wrote about this for the
newsletter it was to describe my last job at North American, when two other men | were kept in a simulated
space capsule for 12 days. The money | thus earned put me through a year at UCLA, to which | transferred
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after two years in the junior college. | had also changed my major to anthropology, which | have also
described already. What comes next, | think | have not written about.

When | received my B.A. at UCLA in 1963 | was admitted to its graduate school, and at last got a
fellowship that would support me without having to work in the summers. | immediately spent a summer in
rural Mexico, planning to do my doctoral research there. But there was a professor whose work much
impressed me at Cornell U., so | finished up my Masters at UCLA quickly (1964), got admitted to the Anthro
department at Cornell, and left for there—planning to stay only one year. After that year | planned to return to
UCLA to carry on with my plans for research in Mexico.

For my year at Cornell | decided to learn about a new area of the world, Southeast Asia. As it turned
out, | found it more interesting than rural Mexico. And | also found a lovely lady from Hong Kong, starting
graduate studies in anthropology at the same time as me. In the summer of 1965 we were married (and still
are). In academic year 65-66 | acquired a grant to do my doctoral research in Southeast Asia. Initially | was
to go the island of Bali in Indonesia, but a severe political blood letting in Indonesia ended that plan. Instead,
| shifted to Brunei, the once large but now very small country that Borneo is named after. By way of London,
where | spent a few months taking notes from colonial office records on Brunei, my wife (Carrie) and |
headed for Brunei.

In Brunei | was attached to and assisted by a newly founded Brunei Museum, which arranged for
Carrie and me to rent a village house built on stilts over the Brunei River. 16 months later we left Brunei, via
a month in Bali to see what we missed and via London for a few weeks of further archival work. In the
summer of '68 we were back at Cornell. | wrote my dissertation and Carrie her Master’s thesis.

| started to look for a job. Before the school year was out (1969) | had been hired at the U. of
California, Santa Barbara. | thought | would give it a year and then try for something closer to the Manhattan
Beach | loved in Los Angeles. It was not too long before Carrie and | decided that Santa Barbara and its
university were more than good enough for Carrie and me.

In 1994 the great State of California was in debt and offered very substantial benefits to senior faculty
who would take early retirement. | took it. | have worked part time a few times since then, but basically
Carrie and | have been retired for a good 20 years. | grow orchids as a hobby.

Jack, you can also get a sense of my education and career (but not my earlier blue-collar work) from my cv:
http://don.chubrown.com/curriculum-vitae End

Hi, Jack: My wife (Carrie) and | are
just back from a week in Sioux Falls. Our
hope was to catch Autumn color, but we
were a couple weeks too early. Some
cottonwoods were nicely yellow but most
other trees were still green. I'll attach a
photo of Covell Lake/Terrace Park, taken
from near the Japanese Garden and looking
north.

- “
e,
I
-

The furthest away from the city that
we went was to Brookings. The university
there has an art gallery | always like to visit,
because of its collection of Harvey Dunn
paintings. He was a famous illustrator from
the early 20th Century, but painted more as
a hobby. The university has so many of his

. 'VA'V— >_:> A, = '\_"I‘L" . :A .2‘:-- : .
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Beautiful Covell Lake/Terrace Park, taken from near the Japanese Garden looking north.


http://don.chubrown.com/curriculum-vitae

paintings (he donated them) that there is always a new rotation of them
on exhibit. His most famous painting—“The Prairie is My Garden”—is
always on exhibit.

The Courthouse Museum is planning an exhibit on the Hollywood
Theater. Mementos and stories were being solicited. | sent in a brief
account of a fight | had in the Hollywood’s lobby, but | doubt it will be
what is wanted.

The Pettigrew Museum is very well organized now, and
educationally impressive. When | saw it in '83, after a long time away, |
was disappointed in finding so many items | had known from the past
no longer being there. The teepee, for example, was gone. But it turns
out that one of the universities has it, and trots it out for some games or
other events.

Much of the Museum's emphasis now is on Pettigrew himself,
which seemed both appropriate and a bit of a surprise. He was radically g N
leftist in his later years. Don’s wife, Carrie, visiting The

The third floor of WHS (now the Pavilion) has a hallway devoted Pavilion’s exhibit on “Schools Past”.
to honoring
the school’s
past. For me, the high point is a small room
looking pretty much like the classrooms we
knew in the 50s

Among the old friends we met up with while in
SF: Arden Fjellanger °53 (wife Mavis), Gary
Hartenhoff ‘54, Gerald Potter '53 (Fran), Dale
(aka “Pete") Page ’54 (Lorraine), and Dale
Paulson ’53 (Marty). We all met for a lunch on
the Terrace of Country Inn, which overlooks the
River at 8th Street. Gene Abdallah (CHS, wife
Judy) was to be there too, but his health let him
down.

Best wishes,
Don

p

—— ——

Arden’s ‘563 WHS
Senior Photo

Don’s wife, Carrie, with Arden Fjellanger '53
in Arden's beautiful Sioux Falls back yard.

Arden Fjellanger ’53; Arden, was an
Air Force jet pilot. He retired as a
Page 11 of 16 colonel in the Air National Guard.



This photo was taken August 5, 2017 in Sioux Falls on the sad occasion of the memorial service for
Jan Dickey, wife of Carl Dicky '54. Left to right are Gerald Potter (’53), Carl Dickey (’54), Dale (Pete)
Page, Gary Hartenhoff ‘53, Gene Abdallah (Cathedral H.S.), and Arden Fjellanger (’53). The
occasion, sadly, was Carl Dickey bringing his deceased wife to SF for burial. Photo courtesy of
Lorraine Page.

No Photo
Available For
Gene Abdallah

L

: ‘ 2 A

Jerry Potter ’53 Carl Dickey ’54 Dale Page ’54 Gary Hartenhoff 53 Arden Fjellanger ’53
All WHS Senior Photos

“Jack,] have been kicking myself for 4 days
now for not remembering to take photos when the
whole bunch of us were together. | had my iPhone

camera in pocket, so there is no excuse. | will tie a
string on my finger next time.”
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Dale Paulson ’53
WHS Senior Photo

| to r: 2008 photo of
Dale ’53 and Marty
Paulson with Don
Brown ‘53

Dear Jack,

Many people who have
sent you materials have
mentioned their hobbies, which
| have enjoyed reading about.
My hobby is growing orchids. It
started after my wife and |
moved to Santa Barbara and
found some ratty looking plants
in an arbor in the back yard. |
tossed them into a pit where a
tree had been uprooted. A year
later my neighbor leaned over
the fence and asked why | had
thrown those orchids in that pit.
| said | did not know they were
orchids and they had looked
dead to me. He said they were
not dead and he showed me
how to care for them. We re-
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Carrie and Don Brown °53 sitting in front of his magnificent and
award winning, “Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii 'Don Brown’ “



potted them and they bloomed that winter. In the meantime | had picked up some free-flowering plants often
growing in peoples' front yards and often available at garage sales here. Those too turned out to be orchids.

With that | decided that maybe orchids are easy to grow, and that | should visit a local orchid nursery,
which turned out to specialize in the kinds that readily grow
outdoors in Santa Barbara. In short order | was hooked.

Decades later a monster | had grown in my back yard had gotten so big | could not move it. The
nurseryman who first sold me orchids offered to buy it. | sold it to him and he promptly showed it at the
Santa Barbara Orchid Show (1998). He got "Best of Show" but he named it for me and, according to
American Orchid Society who-grew-it rules, | got the awards it gave out. It was the highest score ever given
at that show before or since. My wife and | are sitting in front of it in the first photo. It was 8 feet across. The
name "Tar-beri" is the Australian native term for the species (Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii).

This year | straight forwardly won Best of Show at what is now called the Santa Barbara International
Orchid Show (one of the two largest in the U.S. at present). It was for Dendrobium papilio 'Rosminah' (the
latter is my daughter's name). That species' native habitat is the Philippines. The second photo shows the
plant and the third photo is of my display. Many of the orchids | have grown outdoors can be seen on this
website: https://www.flickr.com/photos/14396340@N02/sets/72157603770301161/

With many thanks yet again for your extraordinary generosity and effort in putting out the WHS
Newsletter,

Don Brown (’53)

Dendrobium papilio 'Rosminah’ Don Brown’s ‘53 Display, March 2015
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An example of Don’s thoughtfulness and devotion toward his friends have been the multiple
letters | have received from Don over the years suggesting a story be done on his close friends.
Accompanying several of those suggestions Don even wrote and submitted all or most of the story
and photos.

A prime example of Don’s thoughtfulness was when he wrote me in late 2010 asking if | could

“do something for the Newsletter on Harry Klessen '52”. Don informed me that Harry had a very
short time to live and asked if | could put out a story on Harry very quickly. Don stressed that he
didn’t think Harry’s iliness should be mentioned. Of course, | said yes and a feature story on Harry
appeared in O&B Issue #11-10 on Dec. 7, 2010. Harry died just 10 days later on Dec. 17, 2010. Below
is the Special Edition on Harry that was published 12-18-10.

HARRY KLESSEN ’'52
Special Edition

Published December 13, 2009

HARRY KLESSEN 52 I

July 31,1933 - December 17, 2010

In the blue text box at
the right, the identity of
“Harry’s friend”, was
finally revealed to be
Don Brown, for the first
time.

Peggy Hase Klessen's?
Don has thoughtfully & Harry Klessen 52 Pogay ‘59 & Harry ‘52 Klossen

contributed many Poorer B S—
more stories on his . e TAITY NIOESON Harry's Friend
i Location: Sioux Falls, 5 NS you may recal, a swory on Hany
friends over the years. Funeral Home: CHAPEL HILL FUNZRAL HOMZ-CBITS Klessen ‘52 appearad on P
A few that come to Sious. Falls - Harry passad away Dec. 17 &l the | [0 2 Alack just 10
. D wgherty }&'n\{'l e House. A memcoal service will be hel: " v )
mind have been; pm Monday al Chapel Hill Funeral Homs, Sioux Falls

s ano (lssue
' J

«10). The e hexiline was “This Harry]
Klagsen Stery I Presented By “The

. i. 1A;1rr.i_ .I“.V: ";";nr"j I’J—:,’ 3 .92.5‘ I{ .".r:’nr:u’i‘c;\.-;J' {¢ Frienas cf Harry's".
“A Memorial To Bob grad sated from \Waanington }il.', € ;_.f-cz( | in 1852, Farmry Vhen “the friend” that wrole Hamy's
sarve- in the N- Force from 1853-1€57 =2 marmiad pl"l}"} y -

’ nog 7 story and supplied he phows firs! cont;
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#10-13: from 195T-1926 ot Bllllon Autamotve and Plerree Sadv Shoc ne oN INOVeMDOr cOth SDOUT "unning Moy €

’ v 1T0/- 1050 dat BIlON AWCITIOLYVE § 1016 SOUY SNok story, ha told ma that Harry wa3 “very f and
He than laught at L n2o n H gh Schodl from 196 5-15903 crobahly wid nat kve far rmove than a flew
Harmry =amed a B S aedqgraa in education and a *5 r‘. :, - Tl 7 . ,' > ‘_ AT
’ o onths I mmediglely agreed W able Uw
A Story about Harley credil Maslers Program, He was an arlist, sculplor and wrole AT (e e L J Z T
’ ’ o01ball iIssua | was working cn ang replace
Newman ’52 and pcelry anz short stories. Harry was an avid runner for 25 vears | |+ . an the f=ature at=rv on Harmy
Har|ey’s passion and and entered shart races, hal® marathons and m e tnathlons [—‘;. '“”A,".l '(,l. [j'{,’, d "'the friend”
. . He is surdved by hie wife, Pagov: tweo childrer, KEfi s e, Al '
success In grOW|ng (Urus @) of Gernwny, Susar (Mark) Wedlund of Walerlowr
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J
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p : 5 ; Atthe and of =amy’s story | wrole the
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I ELCIa o) Paints", . - o o lie 4 A indeed a rich man fo passess such deas
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